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You have only 5 minutes to pack for a picnic! If you could bring just one single item, what would it be?
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A picnic is less about where we arrive and more about the

time we share along the way. | hope to walk that shining
path with children, carrying a small lantem.
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Sharing laughter on a picnic mat, | will continue asking, "What
more can we do for Busan to make our children happier?"
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A solo tent
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A phone... wait, no, a cameral
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Gayageum, Because | want to let the children on
the picnic hear the sound of the Gayageum and give
them a chance to touchiit
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A beloved friend. ) . )

Of course, being alone has its own joys, but | love sharing

happy memories. After all, a picnic is always more fun
when you're together.
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The 21st Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival has officially kiced off! The opening show features by 'Kim Hye-Jin with the
Busan Metropolitan Traditional Music Orchestra’, and the dance crew 'AlKI with HOOK',
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AIKI with HOOK
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Throughout the film, one question stayed with me: What kind of country is Nepal, and what is life really like in the remote heights of the Himalayas?
This documentary follows two sisters as they search for yarsagumba, a rare medicinal fungus. | understand it is a type of caterpillar fungus, but to
be honest, | knew very little about it. In the end, that hardly mattered. What the sisters' story reveals is not something unfamiliar or distant, but a
reality that, in many ways, reflects our own.

The sisters gather the herb to eam money for their education abroad. Yet achieving that goal also means they must part, with no certainty of when
they will see each other again. In that sense, yarsagumba represents both their future and their farewell. With this in mind, the film invites us to look
beyond its breathtaking landscapes and encounter the emotional depths of its characters. Those depths are undoubtedly sorrowful, but they are
never defined by sorrow alone.

After selecting this film as the festival's opening film, | leamed that director Alexander Murphy's latest work, Tin Castle, was invited to Critics' Week
at the Cannes Film Festival and soon afterward received a Special Mention for Documentary. Hearing that it follows the lives of an Irish gil and a
Traveller family made me even more eager to see it.

| hope to share that same anticipation with our audience. As this documentary makes its Korean premiere today, | hope it offers a memorable
experience—one filled with wonder, striking landscapes, and a heartfelt portrait of family gathered on screen.
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EXPEDITION Better Ingredients. Better Pizza.
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It is my great pleasure to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the opening of the 21st Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival, a
joyful cinematic picnic filled with imagination and delight.

| want to warmly welcome all the film professionals, distinguished and supportive guests at BIKY, and our wonderful audience here today.
Above all, | wish to express my deepest gratitude to the true protagonists of this festival—our kids and youth—whose creativity and passion
make this celebration possible.

| would also like to sincerely thank Chairman Oh Chi-hoon, Executive Director Lee Hyun-jung, as well as all the stakeholders who have
dedicated their efforts to bringing this festival to life.

And | hope all BIKYes truly feel our wholehearted support and keen interest in your passion and noble vision, which have made this festival
unlike any other.

The Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival is not only a cherished cultural asset of our city but also Asia’s leading film festival
dedicated to children and youth. It is a platform where the next generation can grow, share their perspectives, and enrich their imaginations
through films and stories.

This year, under the slogan “Let’s Go on a Picnic”, the festival presents a variety of engaging programs, such as the “BIKY Job Dictionary”
and “BIKY Playground”, creating a joyful, family-friendly atmosphere.

Furthermore, by expanding into Busan’s western area and introducing a new Al section, we aim to embrace more children and youth,
empowering them to strengthen their creativity and build up skills for the future.

Busan is committed to ensuring that no child is left behind. As such, we will continue striving to make our city a truly livable place—one that
prioritizes a child-centered environment where dreams can flourish in a healthy and nurturing setting.

[ firmly believe this festival will provide meaningful opportunities: for children to dream bigger, for youth to grow stronger, and for families and
citizens to share heartwarming and joyful experiences together.

Thank you.
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Congratulations on the opening of the 21st Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival, a joyful celebration where children and youth
discover a wider world through film.

| would like to express my sincere appreciation to Chairperson Oh Chi-hoon of the Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival, Executive
Director Lee Hyun-jung, and everyone involved in organizing this meaningful event, which further enhances Busan's standing as a UNESCO
Creative City of Film. The Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival is the largest film festival for children and youth in Asia. More than
simply a film screening event, it is a participatory festival where children and young people take active roles in flmmaking, judging, and
program operations. Under this year's slogan, "Come To Our Picnic!", audiences will have the opportunity to experience 181 films from 41
countries, discovering diverse perspectives and connecting with cultures from around the world. | hope this festival inspires creativity and
imagination while allowing everyone to fully enjoy the richness of arts and culture.

Our Office of Education remains committed to fostering students' artistic sensibilities and collaborative spirit by expanding opportunities for
arts education, including the BIKY & School program in partnership with the Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival. We will continue
working closely with our local community to build a strong foundation of trust and cooperation, ensuring that every child has the opportunity
to pursue their dreams through culture and the arts.

| sincerely hope that the 21st Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival will become a memorable celebration where people share their
thoughts and hearts through the power of film, creating lasting memories for everyone.

Thank you.
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Greetings. | am Kim Seong-su, Mayor of Haeundae-gu.
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My sincere congratulations on the opening of the 21st Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival.

Film is an art form that builds bridges of understanding by sharing laughter, inspiration, and hope among people from different
languages and cultures. It communicates emotions beyond words through images, music, and expressions, while opening
doors to new worlds and meaningful connections.

Films created through the creativity and pure perspectives of children and youth are especially meaningful. They inspire us to
imagine a brighter future and give us the confidence to shape it together.

| Sincerelg hope that everyone participating in this year's festival will see their dreams come true. In the spirit of this year's
slogan, "Come To Our Picnic! In July," may the festival become a joyful celebration that embraces diversity over competition
and brings people together to share different cultures and dreams.
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ZARILICE,

It is a pleasure to welcome you. | am Oh Chi-hoon, Festival Chairman of BIKY.

On behalf of the Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival (BIKY), | am delighted to welcome you to the 21st Busan
International Kids & Youth Film Festival.

Under this year's new slogan, "Come to our Picnic”, the festival presents 179 films from 41 countries, offering audiences a
rich selection of inspiring stories and diverse perspectives from around the world.

In addition to our international special programs, this year's festival features Al filmmaking programs, interactive forums for
filmmakers and audiences to connect, and a variety of hands-on programs designed to bring the experience of cinema even
closer to everyone. We hope children will discover new dreams, young people will broaden their perspectives, and families
will create meaningful moments together through the shared experience of fim.

For more than two decades, the Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival has strived to nurture the imagination and
creativity of children and young people through cinema while serving as a platform that connects generations and cultures.
We remain committed to providing meaningful cultural experiences that inspire future generations to dream, create, and
grow.

| hope this year's festival becomes a memorable cinematic journey for all who join us. My sincere appreciation goes to
everyone who has contributed to making this festival possible, including our partners, sponsors, and volunteers. | would
especially like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the Busan Metropolitan Government and Mayor Chun Jae-soo for their
unwavering support and commitment, which have enabled the continued growth of BIKY.

We will continue striving to ensure that BIKY remains a place where children and young people can dream, connect with the
world through film, and build a brighter future together.




